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SMED

February 18, 2000

Mr. Yernon A, Williams, Secretary
Surface Trangportation Board
Office of the Sweretary

Case Contrel Unir

Alto: STB Ex Parte No, 582

1925 X Swrect NW.

W zshington, D.C. 20423-0001

Dear Sir:

SMED International Ne. is an Office Furmiture Manufacturing cornpany that is a major user of rail service
in the 1.5. and Canada. The purposc of (s lelter 15 Lo comment on the issues to be discussed or March N
2000 in Ex Parte 532,

We encourage the Surface Transportation Board w facus o whether the proposed CN-BNSF combinanan
is goed for shippers, neton potemtial downstream effects, The CN-BNSF combinalion should be judged on
ite own merits and if otler darTiers proposs METPErs, then these cases ought 1o be evaluated on thelr merits.

The Bming of the proposed CN-BNSF combination 1§ not the central issue for ow company, service Js ol
main concams as well as our cusiQmers. Recent mergers have failed on service, not Because of dming.
Accordingly, the Surface Transportation Board should focus on ensuzing that CN-BNSF combinatior, and
any other furure mergers, will deliver service sspecially with the massive shigrtage of drivers within North
America.

The Surface Transpertation Board has a complehensive process 1o evaluate railroad wansactious and
pratect the public interest. It should fairly evaluate the CN-BNSF combipation according to that process.
Do not let other railvoads use the Surface Transpostation Board process to protect emscives and not the
shippers.

Sincerzly,
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SMED International 10 Smed Lane S.E., Calgary, Alberta T2C 475
Canada 1 800 661 3169 USA 1800 861 9163
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